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Difficulties in parenting hearing-impaired children
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Abstract

Background and Aim: Despite the abundance of literature about deaf children, few works specifically
address the concept and practice of difficulties in parenting hearing-impaired children. The first
interactions of the child are with his parents, and parents have the most important role in child
improvements during early intervention programs. The main purpose of this paper was to investigate
different aspects of parenting hearing-impaired children.

Methods: In this article, we reviewed all aspects of parenting hearing-impaired children in papers
from 1984-2009 in Medline, Scopus and Proguest and relative textbooks. The semi-professional role
of parents of hearing-impaired children make them feel under excessive stress and this usually affects
their other roles as fathers and mothers. Many factors including child age, type of hearing loss and
parents’ individual characteristics may influence the impact of child’'s hearing loss on parents.
Conclusion: Parenting a hearing-impaired child is both similar and different to parenting any other
child. Where there are differences, there are usualy challenges too. Taking support and advice from
professionals and other parents are necessary and invaluable for parents of hearing-impaired children.
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