[ Downloaded from journals.tums.ac.ir on 2024-11-17 ]

Audiol. 2013;22(3):112-123

Cases Series

The effect of the pragmatic therapy plan on hearing-impaired

children

Sousan Salehi', Tahereh Sima Shirazi?, Akbar Darui®, Behrouz Dolatshahi®

'_ Department of Speech therapy, Faculty of Rehabilitation, Tabriz University of Medical Sciences, Tabriz, Iran
>~ Department of Speech therapy, University Of Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences, Tehran, Iran
>~ Department of Clinical Psychology, University of Welfare and Rehabilitation Sciences, Tehran, Iran

Received: 4 April 2012, accepted: 23 September 2012

Abstract

Background and Aim: Pragmatic impairment is the main cause of communication difficulties in
hearing-impaired children and teaching pragmatic skills in these children is too challenging for
clinicians. Thus, creating written and formalized therapy plans can be useful for rehabilitation team,
clients and therapists.

Methods: A therapy-plan was designed and content validity of it was determined. A single case
subject design (a multiple baselines research design) was used to determine the efficacy of the therapy
plan to improve four domains of pragmatic in five hearing-impaired children (5 to 8 years). The
experiment was divided into three phases including baseline, treatment and follow-up. Treatment
phase consisted of 16 sessions and subjects were enrolled in the phase in stair way. The data were
analyzed with effect size and visual analysis.

Results: According to expert's opinions, the therapy plan of pragmatic skills was valid. Visual analysis
of diagrams showed that all subjects progressed in turn-taking, topic maintenance and response to
request for clarification domains and the effect sizes (ES) were high (ES>0.8). Also, there were
medium effect sizes (0.8>ES>0.2) in certain subjects. In request for clarification domain, some of
subjects did not show desired improvement by visual analysis and effect sizes were medium. But,
others showed improvement and had high effect sizes.

Conclusion: The therapy plan of pragmatic skills can improve pragmatic skills of moderate-to-severe
hearing-impaired children.
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