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Abstract

Background and Aim: Rhyme awareness is an important criterion for speech, language and writing
processing. In Iran, there is no auditory tasks of rhyme awareness available for assessment of 5-6 year-
old Persian-speaking children. The aim of this study was to develop and to evaluate Persian rhyme
awareness tasks in 5-6 year-old Persian-speaking children.

Methods: A hundred normal 5-6 year-old Persian-speaking children (50 girls and 50 boys) were
randomly selected. The two rhyme awareness tasks of this study were rhyme detection and rhyme
production. The validity and reliability of these tasks were studied by content validity index, intraclass
correlation coefficient, and standard error of measurement. The correlation between tasks was studied
by Pearson correlation and the mean scores of two sections were compared by easiness level method.
The comparison of mean scores of girls and boys were evaluated by independent t-test.

Results: The results showed that the proposed tasks had appropriate validity and reliability. The ability
of children in production section was significantly more than in detection section. The correlation of
each of two sections with total tasks was significant (p<0.05). In addition, the mean scores of girls and
boys were not statistically different (p>0.05).

Conclusions: The proposed tasks are appropriate for assessment of rhyme awareness skills with
appropriate validity and reliability in both genders. Two Sections of the tasks had significant
correlations and influence on together. The abilities of girls and boys were the same.
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