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Persian competing word test: Development and preliminary

resultsin normal children

Mohammad Ebrahim Mahdavi®, Dr. Ali Asghar Peyvandi?
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%_Ear, Nose and Throat Department, Faculty of Medicine, Shahid Beheshti University (MC), Iran

Abstract

Background and Aim: Assessment of central auditory processing skills needs various behavioral tests
in format of a test battery. There is a few Persian speech tests for documenting central auditory
processing disorders. The purpose of this study was developing a dichotic test formed of one-syllabic
words suitable for evaluation of central auditory processing in Persian language children and reporting
its preliminary resultsin agroup of normal children.

Materials and Methods: Persian words in competing manner test was developed utilizing most
frequent monosyllabic words in children storybooks reported in the previous researches. The test was
performed at MCL on forty-five normal children (39 right-handed and 6 left-handed) aged 5-11 years.
The children did not show any obvious problem in hearing, speech, language and learning. Free (n=28)
and directed listening (n=17) tasks were investigated.

Results: The results show that in directed listening task, there is significant advantage for performance
of pre-cued ear relative to opposite side. Right ear advantage is evident in free recall condition.
Average performance of the children in directed recall is significantly better than free recall. Average
row score of the test increases with the children age.

Conclusion: Persian words in competing manner test as a dichotic test, can show major characteristics
of dichotic listening and effect of maturation of central auditory system on it in normal children.
Keywor ds. Persian words in competing manner test, auditory processing, dichotic listening
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