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A concept analysis of whitelie from nurses’
per spectives. A hybrid model

Alireza Nikbakht Nasrabadi© Soodabeh Joolaee™ Elham Nawab™~  Maryam Esmaelie”™
M ahboobeh Shali™”

Abstract
Articletype: Background & Aim: White lie is one of the inevitable challenges that
Original Article creates an ethical dilemma during the patient care process. White lie

Received: May 2019 remains an abstract concept in caring process. The am of this study
Accepted: Aug. 2019~ Was to anayze the concept of white lie in the caring process using a
ePublished: 1Dec. 2019 hybrid mode.
Methods & Materials: A hybrid model of concept analysis including
three phases was used in this study. In the theoretica phase, different
databases including PubMed, CINAHL, Scopus, Science Direct, Google
scholar, SID and Magiran were searched for finding relevant articles
published in 1980-2018. The keywords were truth, white lie, care and
deception (in Persan and English). In the fieldwork phase, semi-
structured in depth interviews were conducted with nurses. In next step,
by combining the two previous stages, the final analysis was performed.
Results; In the theoretical phase, the attributes of the concept were
determined, including “harmlessness”, “without personal motivation”
and “use in compulsion situations”. In the fieldwork phase, three main
categories such as “the sweetness of the bitter truth”, “harmless
sentences to prevent harm” and “temporary relief to balance the
situation” were identified from the data analysis. By merging the
concepts extracted from the theoretical and fieldwork phases, “white
lie in the patient care process” was defined as “an ethical decision
without personal mativation, which is chosen in unstable situations to
prevent predictable harms to the patient in facing the bitter truth”.
Corresponding athor: Concluson: Although a definition of white lie was devel ope_d based on
Mahboobeh Shali " the gbove three phases, the fgrther deyelopment of this concept
e-mail: requires a deeper look at the Iranian-1slamic culture. Therefore, further
M.shai@ZUMS.ac.ir  research isrecommended in other medical centersin the country.
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