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A concept analysis of uncertainty in nursing: The Walker
and Avant’s approach

Bahareh Najafi', Ahmad Nasiri'"

Article type: Abstract
Original Article Background & Aim: Uncertainty is a multifaceted concept, inherently
Received: Mar. 2023 unavoidgble, and can pose a sigr}iﬁcant obstacle to proper decision-making. In
Accepted: May 2023 the nursing professmn? which is marked by various challenges,i nurses are
Published: 8 Aug. 2023 expe.cted. to make precise gnd appropnafte dec151on§. Conﬁdenpe in demsmn-
making is considered a vital element in the nursing profession. Given the
ambiguities surrounding the concept of uncertainty, we aimed to conduct a
concept analysis of uncertainty in nursing using the Walker and Avant’s
approach.
Methods & Materials: This study is a concept analysis using the Walker and
Avant’s approach to analyze the concept of uncertainty. Initially, a search was
conducted on databases including Science Direct, SID, Medline, Iran Med,
ProQuest, PubMed, and Scopus, using keywords such as uncertainty, nurse,
and concept. A comprehensive review of articles published between 1990 and
2021 was then carried out, resulting in a total of 9 relevant articles.
Results: The literature review showed that uncertainty is an abstract and
intricate concept that poses challenges in making informed decisions. In the
context of nursing, uncertainty shares similarities with terms like confusion
and doubt, while standing in contrast to concepts like self-confidence and
assurance. The antecedents of uncertainty include the inability to make
decisions and a lack of accountability. The consequence of uncertainty is the
recognition of information needs, active pursuit of answers, and ultimately
making informed and appropriate decisions.
Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that nurses encounter
uncertainty when they are unable to make independent decisions. As
uncertainty in nursing decision-making directly affects patient care, managers
and planners can take proactive measures to mitigate this issue. By promoting
Corresponding author: ~ knowledge and awareness, fostering motivation, and encouraging continuous
Ahmad Nasiri learning among nurses, the level of uncertainty can be reduced. This, in turn,
e-mail: will contribute to the improvement and enhancement of patients’ health
drnasiri2014@gmail.com  outcomes.
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