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" Anencephadlic

8 Near-anencephalic
° Prognosis
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! Down's syndrome

2 Pyloric obstruction

% Severely disabled newborns, severely handicapped
neonates

“ Duodend atresia

® Respirator dependent newborn

® Intra-cerebral bleeding
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’ Chronic end-stage ilIness
8 Do everything

° Extra ordinary

10 Existence

Life
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% Distress

% Dignity

# Conceptual difficulties
® Benefits and risks

® Ethics of uncertainty
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" Lack of whole- brain function
8 Bioethical

° Existential

10 personhood
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! Death

2 Futile treatment

3 Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatments
4 Health resources

® Near-death situations

® Vegetative state
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2 Spot life

® Quality of life

* The child’sright to die
® Vegetable existence
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! Brain-dead state
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5 Disability
® Severe disability
" Mere inconvenience
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! Disability

2 Rehabilitation guidelines

% World Health Organization
* Impairment
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2 Individual person
% Informed consent
* Subjective
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! Descriptive

2 Evaluative

® Prescriptive or normatives

* Quality-adjusted life years (QALYs)
® Person being

® Morality of killing
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% Gaining or regaining personal being
4 Moral standing
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Decision making on the prolongation of the life of sever ely diseased newbor ns: reinspection of
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Abstract

Birth of apoor prognosis neonate (premature and/or congenitally affected) may potentially burden the family
and/or society with many ethical, social, legal, etc challenges. Most of the decision making criteria used in
handling the care of these neonates, such as disability, quality of life, etc., are multidimensional and heavily
ethical bearing. In this study, we have tried to explore and present a perfect view on the existing challenges
and different dimensions of the discussed criteria. In the end, the prominent standpoint of the Islamic school
in confronting a severely disabled newborn has been introduced and analyzed.

Most related discussions boil down to some fundamental and unanswered questions, for instance whether
human beings should be permitted to make decisions about the life of severely diseased neonates, the
decision making criteria themselves and their appropriateness, etc. Even though many scientists have
theorized on the subject, amultilateral explanation of life and death criterion has not been presented yet. One
thing is for certain and that is, in answering the basic questions of the subject, our present knowledge and
experience is limited and insufficient.

The authors have tried to show that despite many western views, decision making about the life of a neonate
has no place in Idamic teachings, since it could be considered an unauthorized human action. Instead, it is
proposed that any attempt to provide an ethical rationae, while utilizing today’s science and technology, be
in compliance with God’s commandments.

Keywords: end-of-life issues, severely diseased newborns, severely handicapped neonates, Idlamic
viewpoint, decision-making criteria
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