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7 Anencephalic

¥ Near-anencephalic
® Prognosis
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' Down's syndrome

? Pyloric obstruction

3 Severely disabled newborns, severely handicapped
neonates

* Duodenal atresia

> Respirator dependent newborn

% Intra-cerebral bleeding
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7 Chronic end-stage illness
¥ Do everything

° Extra ordinary

10 Existence

" Life
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"Let to die

? Distress

* Dignity

* Conceptual difficulties
> Benefits and risks

% Ethics of uncertainty
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7 Lack of whole- brain function
8 Bioethical

° Existential

19 personhood
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' Death

% Futile treatment

? Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatments
4 Health resources

3 Near-death situations

6 Vegetative state
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% Spot life

* Quality of life

* The child’s right to die
* Vegetable existence
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! Brain-dead state
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> Disability
% Severe disability
7 Mere inconvenience
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! Disability

% Rehabilitation guidelines

* World Health Organization
* Impairment


https://journals.tums.ac.ir/ijme/article-1-100-fa.html

[ Downloaded from journals.tums.ac.ir on 2026-04-04 |

Ly jlans du ALK 3L (Slga (sLacs jlass 4o Mise (lal ) 93 cilaa (sdalal ay 9o (S paSasacal 1) lSas g Slacel wisf £y

Jsd JLoe SK5 cuis $owoslaal dals ol
5 0l whad b 05,8 Oleys a5 6l (Slakens Ll 5
A3 Ol Sl acws ol

Mol 51 eslinad 035 5SKlEs JYs 51 S
OLL 53 S el Llme S Olgsa ((SU5 SakS)
L ol Olg e 5 03g St OF (i a5 oS sl ol ( S5
Soslite 5 8 4 dily 5 i SIS Ll il
s Oy Jsb 3 ests b e (YY) 5 S OLs
3 (S5 glaaser pled b oyl pen O iy a5 5 45 0
caldg Obsle dialy b s ((FY) dany L3 b L.
Cambgn Slol3 Sps @ g L (S cdS Sl
50 s 5 (a3 i bl 5 (S5 55 35
bbbl oo | Su5 S «olg 03 s bxe oS-
S O P I P R PO K| LW RV R NP
Sl e cllg Ol & 1, lasbas (FY) 45 s
3 e Sonds Jli oS e B s pske
bl 5 (Sals g (5 bd0ls, 55, (g3 Shes
(o 3 S5 W) laos Cands cpompn 5 35 eben]
APETSP

el &3+ Henslee-Downey ; Calman sls jiass
& S5 kS ol Ll sl ulal ;oS ol Cllas
(S S 5 Sy 135h e by e a3y
w}@bdhﬁﬁd@\éﬁaﬂjwb—uﬁ
o Kap s S Cslripl AS o sl See S
S SHS S D s b esede S e
S i 03 o Alad s STl Gleys oS Ol
RS Skl S Cwl o pl s A8 Wl
Sboles 55 53 3 sl G 5 WLET culs,
s B ol M 0 (07F) ol a8 5 IS8 Sy
il S ke |y S5 kS es Jbe s lede 3

2 Individual person
? Informed consent
* Subjective
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' Quality of life
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! Descriptive

* Evaluative

3 Prescriptive or normatives

* Quality-adjusted life years (QALY's)
> Person being
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Abstract

Birth of a poor prognosis neonate (premature and/or congenitally affected) may potentially burden the family
and/or society with many ethical, social, legal, etc challenges. Most of the decision making criteria used in
handling the care of these neonates, such as disability, quality of life, etc., are multidimensional and heavily
ethical bearing. In this study, we have tried to explore and present a perfect view on the existing challenges
and different dimensions of the discussed criteria. In the end, the prominent standpoint of the Islamic school
in confronting a severely disabled newborn has been introduced and analyzed.

Most related discussions boil down to some fundamental and unanswered questions, for instance whether
human beings should be permitted to make decisions about the life of severely diseased neonates, the
decision making criteria themselves and their appropriateness, etc. Even though many scientists have
theorized on the subject, a multilateral explanation of life and death criterion has not been presented yet. One
thing is for certain and that is, in answering the basic questions of the subject, our present knowledge and
experience is limited and insufficient.

The authors have tried to show that despite many western views, decision making about the life of a neonate
has no place in Islamic teachings, since it could be considered an unauthorized human action. Instead, it is
proposed that any attempt to provide an ethical rationale, while utilizing today’s science and technology, be
in compliance with God’s commandments.

Keywords: end-of-life issues, severely diseased newborns, severely handicapped neonates, Islamic

viewpoint, decision-making criteria
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