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Abstract

Rapid development in assisted reproductive techniques has brought hope to many childless couples, while it
has created new social, ethical and legal dilemmas. Stored frozen gametes and embryos have led to situations
where the surviving spouse wants to create offspring after the person’s death. Also, the possibility of sperm
retrieval even after 36 hours of death, and getting oocytes from aborted fetus or brain dead people has
brought a new term: “posthumous assisted reproduction”. Posthumous assisted reproduction is the most
chdlenging, difficult, and sensitive issue to be discussed ethically and religiously.

In this paper, the acceptability of the posthumous reproduction in Islamic context was eval uated.

In Isamic societies where infertility is viewed as a problem of families, posthumous assisted reproduction
seems unacceptable. Mgor concerns such as consent and ownership of the gametes after death, family,
marriage and welfare of the child are discussed together with some lega issues. Based on infertility as a
disease of family, posthumous assisted reproduction is unacceptable even with previoudy frozen gametes or
embryos. Also, Isamic vision to marriage, consent and welfare of the child confirms the unacceptability.
There must be law or guideline to ban this procedure in Idamic contexts.

Keywords: posthumous reproduction, Islam, assisted reproductive technology

! Email: alizadeh@royaninstitute.org


mailto:alizadeh@royaninstitute.org
https://journals.tums.ac.ir/ijme/article-1-107-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

