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Abstract

Nurses encounter challenging ethical issues in practice that can make decision making tough for them. The
purpose of this study was to determine the moral sensitivity of critical care nursesin clinical decision making
and its correlation with their caring behavior in teaching hospitals of Bandar Abbasin 2012.

Thisresearch is a descriptive analytic study with intensive care unit nurses as its participants. A demographic
and background questionnaire, a standard questionnaire of the nurses’ moral sensitivity, and a caring
behavior questionnaire were used to collect information. Data were analyzed using SPSS16 software,
descriptive statistics, Mann-Whitney U test, Kruskal-Wallis, and Spearman’s correlation.

The mean score of the nurses’ moral sensitivity was 70.15 + 6.90 (maximum score was 96 and minimum
score was 49) that was moderate in 85.6% of the nurses. The mean score of the nurses’ caring behavior was
108.90 + 10.62 (maximum score was 120 and minimum score was 69). There was no significant correlation
between moral sensitivity and caring behavior scores, but both scores were significantly associated with the
place where the nurses were working. The dimension of respect for patient autonomy had a significant
relationship with participation in medical ethics seminars or workshops.

The moral sensitivity of the nursesin this study was moderate and did not have a significant correlation with
caring behavior scores. In view of the fact that nurses deal with serious situations in patient care that call for
adequate ethical abilities for decision-making as well as good performance, it is necessary for them to be
familiar with and sensitive to ethical issues related to their profession.

Keywords: caring behavior, intensive care unit, moral sensitivity, nursing ethics
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