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Abstract

Moral sensitivity is the first step in making a moral decision and taking a moral judgment. An effort to
promote nurses' moral sensitivity, education of ethical concepts, and using appropriate approaches to
teaching ethics is still under discussion. Thus, this study was conducted to determine the effect of virtual
teaching of ethical principles through narrative method on the ethical sensitivity of critical care nurses. In
this quasi-experimental study, 60 critical care nurses were studied in two groups of test and control in 2
hospitals. The experimental group was taught ethical principles through virtual narrative method.
Demographic information and Latezen moral sensitivity questionnaire were completed by nurses on three
occasions (before, immediately after and two months after virtual education). Data were analyzed by SPSS
20 software. Results showed that the mean and standard deviation of nurses' moral sensitivity were 61.53 £
9.24 before intervention and (60.60 + 7.76 for the control group, and the association was not statistically
significant (p> 0.05). However, there was a significant difference between the experimental group (77.50 +
6.05) and the control group (60.83 £ 8.07 in the first post-test. In addition, there was a significant difference
between the experimental and control groups (p <0.05) in the second post-test. Repeated measure analysis
showed a significant difference between the ethical sensitivity scores in the experimental group, but no
significant difference in the control group. According to the findings, the nurses' moral sensitivity was
moderate at the beginning of the study, but after the intervention, the test group was at a high level and the
control group was still at a moderate level. Thus, it is necessary to motivate nurses for recording and sharing
their ethical challenges. Accordingly, they can promote their own ethical performance. Furthermore, their
narratives can be used for education of other nurses and students of nursing.
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