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Background and Objectives: Cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL) is one of the health problems in Iran, especially in
Kerman Province. The aim of this study was to determine the morbidity rate of CL in two new foci in the east and
southeast of Kerman.

Methods: At the end of 2017, demographic data were obtained from the health centers of Kerman. Using cluster
sampling, 800 households (40 clusters of 20 households) were studied in Allahabad (southeast) and Sarasiab
(east), Keramn. From each subject, data were collected regarding age, sex, number and location of the ulcer(s),
scarring, and time and place of infection. The collected data were analyzed using SPSS software.

Results: The prevalence of CL was 9.6 in Allahabad and 42.8 in Sarasiab and the incidence (new cases) was 3.2
and 3.8, respectively. The highest rate of infection was found in Allahabad in the age group under 6 years old
and in the Sarasiab was over 40 years old. There was a significant difference in nationality and local
transmission between the rwo regions (P <0.001).

Conclusion: The ratio of the prevalence to incidence in two regions showed that the focus in the east of Kerman
was almost 12 years old, whilst a new focus is developing in the southeast. It is suggested that the health centers
in the city of Kerman provide a regular program including active case- detection and free-of-charge treatment
of patients in the aforementioned areas until complete recovery to achieve disease control.

Keywords: Cutaneous leishmaniasis, New foci, Human, Iran
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