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Background & Objectives: The number of road traffic accidents (RTAs) and their mortality are increasing in the
world. In Iran, RTAs have caused life losses and economical damages. Death is the most important consequence of
the accidents in terms of social, economic, and even political expenditures. This paper reports the statistics of the
mortality status in the last decade.

Methods: A 10-year study was conducted on national and provincial data of the last decade collected by Legal
Medicine Research Center. The population information provided by the National Center of Statistics was used.
SPSS 15.5 and Microsoft Office Excel 2007 were used for data analysis.

Results: Between 2001 and 2010, the annual average of 34.6 per hundred thousand people were killed in
traffic accidents, more than 80% of the casualties are men. The highest number of deaths and injuries was
observed in 2005 and the lowest occurred in 2001. RTAs had a descending trend trough the last decade but the
rate of injuries increased. The death rates in Semnan, Qazvin, and Kerman were the highest and in Tehran,
Ardabil, and West Azarbaijan were the lowest.

Conclusion: Although mortality rates due to RTAs declined during the last four years of the study period, direct
and indirect costs of deaths resulting from RTAs in Iran are a sign of crisis.
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