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Background and Objectives: One of the issues affecting the health sector is the presence of regional inequalities.
The purpose of this study was to evaluate the trend of inequality in the distribution of human resources and health
facilities in the health sector of Iran.

Methods: In this study, inequality in the distribution of human resources and health facilities in the health sector
was assessed using the Gini coefficient in 2006, 2011, and 2015. The variables included human resources (6
indicators) and health facilities (10 indicators). Data were collected from the Statistical Center of Iran and the
Statistics and Information Technology office of the Ministry of Health. For a Gini coefficient less than 0.35, 0.35-
0.5, 0.5-0.6, more than 0.6 indicated relatively balanced inequality, relatively unequal inequality, high
inequality, and very high inequality, respectively.

Results: The maximum Gini coefficient belonged to radiographic centers (0.61) and the minimum was Behvarz
(0.23). In human resources indicators, inequality decreased over the study years from 0.57 to 0.27. However,
inequality showed a slight increase in Behvarzes from 0.24 to 0.26. Among the facilities indicators, the Gini
coefficient of urban health centers, health care facilities, beds, and radiology centers decreased from 0.45 to
0.31, whereas other indicators had an increasing trend from 0.24 to 0.59. In the private sector, there was a high
inequality (0.5 to 0.61).

Conclusion: Eliminating inequalities in the distribution of health sector resources can help to improve justice in
health outcomes. Therefore, policymakers should be pay more attention to eliminating inequalities.
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