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Background and Objectives: This article provides an overview of the national nosocomial infection surveillance
system in Iran and its current status, achievements, and challenges.

Methods: All relevant reports, documents, and program guidelines, as well as published literature and
surveillance data related to the nosocomial infection surveillance system in Iran were critically reviewed. Opinions
of the key informants at local and governmental levels were also reviewed.

Results: The program was launched in 2006 covering 100 volunteer hospitals. Since 2016, participation in the
program is obligatory, leading to the participation of 555 hospitals with >100 beds (56%). Major data
collected in the program include demographic characteristics, infections and related risk factors, pathogens and
their antimicrobial susceptibility /resistance, and patient outcome. Recently, device-associated infection rates are
also calculated in the program. Since its establishment in 2006, the program has improved in terms of case
finding and coverage. Implementation of the program has also had positive impacts on the stakeholders’
knowledge, attitude, and practice.

Conclusion: Although the number of identified cases and program coverage have improved, a considerable
proportion of the infected cases still remain undiagnosed. Implementation of the program has also improved the
stakeholders’ awareness, attitude and practice. The program faces a number of challenges, including lack of
appropriate scientific support from academics and executive issues. Integration of active and sentinel surveillance
in selected hospitals, persuasion of physicians to actively participate in the program, and conducting incidence
and prevalence surveys would help the program to better detect nosocomial infection cases.
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