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Cosmeceuticals are the fastest growing segment of the
personal care industry, and a number of topical cosmeceutical
treatments  for  conditions such as photoaging,
hyperpigmentation, wrinkles, and hair damage have come into
widespread use. In the cosmeceutical arena nanotechnol ogy
has played an important role. Using new techniques to
mani pul ate matter at an atomic or molecular level, opening up
new perspectives for the future of cosmeceutical industry.
Nanotechnol ogy-based cosmeceuticals offer the advantage of
diversity in products, and increased bioavailability of active
ingredients and increase the aesthetic appeal of cosmeceutical
products with prolonged effects. However increased use of
nanotechnology in cosmeceuticals has raised concern about
the possible penetration of nanoparticles through the skin and
potential hazards to the human health. This review outlines
the different nanoparticles used in various classes of
cosmeceuticals, and the potential risk caused by nanoparticles
on exposure.

Keywords: nanotechnology, cosmeceuticals, nanocarriers,
toxicity
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