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Abstract

Background and Aim: People with_schizophrenia_have_deficits_in_interpersonal_and social_skills
associated with_social_dysfunction. Facial processing ability is an effective component of social
functioning. The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between facial identity
discrimination and social functioning in 20-55 years_old schizophrenic patients and comparison with
normal matched group.

Materials and Methods: The method of this study was analytical- descriptive and comparative.
Twenty normal individuals and 20 schizophrenic patients matched in age, sex and educational level,
were assessed about facial identity by researcher- made test, and interaction skills by “Assessment of
Communication and Interaction Skills”(ACIS) questionnaire. Available sampling was used for census
patients (who inhabited Tolou rehabilitation center and supported houses in Tehran) and normal group.

Results: There were significant difference in scores of “communication and interaction skills”
(p<0.01) without any significant difference between facial identity discrimination testing variables
(p>0.05) between two groups. The relationships between “facial identity discrimination” and
“communication and interaction skills” in schizophrenia were compared with control group and did
not show significant difference. (p>0.05).

Conclusion: The facial identity in schizophrenic patients and healthy adults were processed globally
(configural). However, its relation with “Communication and Interaction Skills in schizophrenic
patients requires further study.
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