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Background and Aim: Colorectal cancer is one of the most common cancers that its incidence
and prevalence and so deaths due to this cancer have increased worldwide recently. This study
examines the economic burden of colorectal cancer from different perspectives by conducting a
scoping review.

Materials and Methods: In this scoping review, by searching Scopus, PubMed, Embase,
Cochrane, and Web of Science, the articles reporting the costs of CRC were reviewed. The search
was limited to those published in the past years leading up to 2020. In addition to categorizing
different aspects of the reviewed paper, per capita costs were adjusted with the purchasing power
parity in order to make some comparisons possible. In this study, the calculated costs of retrieved
studies were categorized based on the perspective of each study.

Results: Out of 29 studies, only two have reported indirect costs of CRC, and 4 studies have
reported both direct and indirect costs. In other studies, only direct costs of CRC have been
reported. Nearly 40% of studies calculated CRC costs from the provider’s perspective. The
highest reported annual per-patient cost was $175020(PPP-adjusted) which is related to the
average annual costs of patients with CRC at the fourth stage in the United States from a provider
perspective. The lowest reported amount was $ 954(PPP-adjusted) which was related to average
annual inpatient costs in Brazil from a provider perspective.

Conclusion: Due to variations in study characteristics in terms of perspective, type of costs,
type of patient included, etc. any comparison between the economic burden of CRC should be
made with caution. However, reviewing various aspects of the economic burden of CRC reported
in included studies, will provide researchers and policymakers with a better insight into the
CRC burden while designing intervention programs will reduce the budget impact of the those
programs.
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