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ANTHROPOMETRIC EVALUATION OF NUTRITIONAL
STATUS IN PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS AT BANDAR
ABBAS
(2001 — 2002)

Aghamolaei T.>*, M.Sc; Sobhani A.>, MD

Primary school students constitute an important demographic category: the fact that
they are going through a phase of rapid physical, social and mental growth makes
them especially vulnerable to the obnoxious effects of disease and malnutrition. In
Iran, one of the major causes of malnutrition and growth deficiency is lack of food.
The objective of this study was using anthropometric techniques to assess nutritional
status in primary school students at Bandar Abbas.

This is a cross-sectional study involving 1300 subjects selected by cluster sampling.
Indices used in this study were weight for age (W/A), weight for height (W/H), and
height for age (H/A). Malnutrition was defined as an index value more than 2
standard deviations below the standard level.

We found wasting (W/H) in 15.7%, stunting (H/A) in 11.7% and underweight (W/A)
21.2% of the subjects, with no significant difference in nutritional status between boys
and girls. Prevalence of all three types of malnutrition increased with age and school
grade. Students who had received nutrition education showed better nutrition status
compared to those without such background education.

Measures to control malnutrition can include education, proper recording and follow-
up of nutrition and growth data in the form of health files, and nutritional
interventions. The latter is particularly relevant in higher age groups and school
grades.

Key words: Anthoropometry, Nutritional Status, Students, Bandar Abbas
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