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Abstract

Background and Aim: Intersectoral collaboration and community parttipn are the two main
strategies for sustainirgguity in health. Based on the Fourth 5-year Nafi@evelopment Plan,
the National High Council of Health and Food SegufHC) were formed as a strategy for
developing intersectoral collaboration. Reviewirdge tHC permanent commission members'
opinions may pave the way for improving intersegt@ollaboration for health promotion of the
population for high-ranking officials of the Minrgtof Health and Medical Education.

Materials and Methods: This was a descriptive and qualitative study. aDatere gathered
through structured interviews with the HC permarmrhmission members and content analysis
of the documents and records related to the imtiaand performance of the HC since its
formation. Results of the interviews were analyzed summarizedfter defining the main
domains

Results: Most of the HC peremanent commission memberewati that the HC effectiveness
was low or very low. It was suggested that thet fatep to improve effectiveness should be
defining health priorities and then responsibisitief various organization and the HC's
expectations of them. The proposed strategiesdedhaving a permanent representative from
all organizations; creating task forces for in-deegrussion of issues; holding regular meetings
in the secretariat and regular information-shasiitp the members; strengthening subordinate,
correspondingstructures in the provinces and entrusting thenh whe necessary powers and
authority; and, finally, having a permanent scignttommittee with membnership from health
experts and the elite to advise the HC.

Conclusion: There is a gap between the performance of thé iiguncil of Health and Food
Security and the law-makers' expectations. Estaiént of a secretariat with competent
expertise and a special working mechanismiritersectoral collaboration will greatly overcome
weaknesses. Defining the National High Council eakh and Food Security's expectations of
organizations and their periodical roles, empowgerimealth collaborators of the relevant
ministries and organizations, and incentivizing amigations which have had effective
contribution will result in stronger and longertiag collaboration.

Key words: High Council of Health and Food Security, interseak collaboration, promotive
approaches
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