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Abstract

Background and Aim: Children who work or live in the streets are onetlu# high-risk
groups for HIV. The high population of street chdd and lack of comprehensive
intervention programs for them increase their fisk HIV in Iran. This study intended to
explore the situation of drug abuse in street carldn Tehran, the capital city.

Materials and Methods. This paper reports part of a comprehensive rapggssment and
response (RAR) research project on street childnefehran during 2012-13. Data were
collected by interviewing subjects using questioreza The sample size was 289 street
children selected by time-location sampling in Behr

Results: Data showed that about 25.6% of the street amldnad had some history of
cigarette smoking, alcohol abuse, and/or drug abMsst of them were boys aged 15-18
years. The prevalence rate of cigarette and/or letiiaibble smoking, alcoh@onsumption
and drug abuse during the preceding 6 months 121%% and 6.9%, respectively.
Significant associations were found between alcabaosumption andrug abuse on the one
hand and the children’s age, type of occupation lammde-leaving experience on the other.
Further analysis of the data showed that the measan for drug abuse was curiosity
(56.6%), followed by mere enjoyment (39.6%) andue2 (35.8%)

Conclusion: It can be concluded that drug abuse among streketren is highly associated
with gender, age, alcohol consumption, cigarettoking and leaving home experience.
Therefore, it is recommended to start drug abusegmtion programs at lower ages, with
particular emphasis on boys. In addition, familiemention and improvement of children’s
lifestyle aiming at preventing home-leaving coulel @ main strategic plan for reducing drug
abuse among street children.

Keywords: HIV, Rapid assessment and response, Street ahilBreg abuse
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