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ABSTRACT

Background and Aim: Considering the decrease in fertility in Iran, which has reached below
replacement levels, policymakers seek to increase the fertility rate through incentive policies.
Therefore, research on economic and social factors affecting fertility and the intention to have
children can help formulate more appropriate demographic policies.

Materials and Methods: In this quantitative study, the survey technique was employed,
utilizing a standard questionnaire for data collection. The statistical population comprised
married women aged 15 to 49 residing in Shiraz. A total of 384 women were surveyed in 2023,
and data analysis was conducted using SPSS 27 software

Results: The findings indicated that, among the contextual variables, the duration of marriage,
income, class belonging, housing status, and employment status had a significant effect on the
probability of women's fertility intention (p< 0.05). Additionally, perceived social support and
marital satisfaction significantly increased the probability of women's fertility intention
(p<0.05)

Conclusion: As the structure of families has shifted from extended to nuclear, it is possible
that women may not receive as much informal social support from their neighbors as in the
past. Therefore, official government support can fill this void. Additionally, identifying couples
experiencing marital conflicts and attempting to strengthen marital satisfaction while resolving
conflicts through counseling programs can have a positive impact on fertility levels

Keywords: Women, Perceived Social Support, Marital Satisfaction, Intention to have Children
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