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Summary

Although the sex of embryo is determined by the presence of either an X or a Y chromo-
some in the spermatozoon, the mullerian system continues its differentiation in both sexes if it

has not been inhibited by the testicular inhibitor substance, while the development of the Wolf_

fian ducts depends on the hormonal activity of the male fetal gonads.(10-13).

The fetal testes produce a morphogenetics secretion responsible for two effects during sexual
differention: (1) Suppression of mullerian ducts which. in the absence of the testes, would other.
wise persist and (2) Stimulation of the male structures development. {3, 10- 13.)

The disorders of sexual development cause intersexuality which could be divided into two
main groups: (1, 3).

|- True hermaphrodite- an individual possessing both testis and ovary.

2- Pseudohermaphrodite- an individual who at the time of birth has a significant degree of
development of secondary sex organs belonging to the sex opposite to that of the gonad. (a) A
male pseudohermaphrodite has testes and (b) A female pseudohermaphrodite has ovaries.

The gonads of these patients are usually dysgenetic, The occurence of tumors in the dys _

genetic gonad particularly in the presence of a Y chromosome has been noted.(24).

The preventive exertion of the gonads in the latter group.is strongly advised. (21, 24).
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